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chief criminal magistrate. Their duty is to receive and
investigate all complaints. They refer the result of their
inquiries to the Chief Cazee of the city, who pronounces Justlce-
the law ; and his decrees again are applied and executed
by the magistrates respectively. In all criminal cases the
Mahornmedan law prevails; in civil cases theMahommedan
law is applied to Mahornrnedans only. In disputes be-
tween Hindoos, the matter is referred to a Punchayet of
Hindoos, to decide according to their law or practice;
and, except in cases of manifest injustice, the Soubah is
bound to adopt their award. When the Nizam takes the
field, he is attended by a separate Cazee and Kotwal,
who are called the Cazee and Kotwal of the army. The
Nizam himself, or his minister, acts as civil magistrate in
the camp. In the country, the administration of both
civil and criminal justice is in the hands of the AumuL,
or manager of the district, whether he be a farmer on
his own account, or a collector appointed by the govern-
ment. There is, however, a cazee in each district, to
whom the aumul ought to refer in cases relating to Ma-
hommedans; in those relating to Hindoos, he ought to
refer to a punchayet. But as the office of cazee in the
country is mostly hereditary, it seldom happens that the
person who holds it is qualified to exercise the duties,
and he is scarcely ever- employed but to perform mar-
riages or to authenticate documents with his seal. All
these provisions, however, have fallen into total disuse.
Both at the capital and in the country disputes are settled
by force or favour, and even the forms of justice are
openly neglected and defied. Until the Resident inter-
fered, in 1814, to procure the infliction of capital punish-
ment in cases of murder, not a single reference has been
made to the chief cazee of the city in a criminal matter
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